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Public safety alert, Fraud
investigation,

During the past six months, 53 Division
has received several reports of local
businesses, especially restaurants, being
targeted by international “pre—payment
frauds”.

It is reported that:

— the suspect uses e—mail addresses from
free providers such as Yahoo, Gmail and
Hotmail, along with “866” or foreign
area codes,

— a letter is sent to the potential victim
requesting to make a reservation for a
large out—of—town group for which they
will pre—pay by cheque,

— enclosed with the letter is a cheque,
which is well in excess of the cost of such
a booking,

— shortly thereafter, the suspect will
contact the victim by phone or e—mail,
advising something  unforeseen has
happened and he requires a partial

refund,



— the suspect requests the victim to
deposit the cheque, and use a wire
transfer service to send the partial
refund, and keep the remainder for their
inconvenience,

— the cheque sent by the suspect is
always forged or altered, leaving the
victim responsible for any funds they
have wired to the suspect.

Please note this scam is also used to
target people who list classified ads for
rentals and items for sale, but the
characteristics of the fraud remain the
same.

Police urge citizens to be cautious when
dealing with strangers for business or
personal reason via the internet, mail or
telephone.

For more information regarding common
Frauds/Scams visit the Phonebusters
Anyone with information is asked to
contact police at 416—808—-5300, Crime
Stoppers anonymously at
416-222-TIPS  (8477), online at
www.222tips.com, or text TOR and your
message to CRIMES (274637).



